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|| DEAR READER |

Front-Porch
News

Y FIRST JOB was as a cub re-

‘ \ / | porter in a pack of ten journal-
ists at the Gilroy Dispatch in
California. The paper came out three
times a week. The town was the “garlic
capital of the world,” with farmers and
farmworkers, blue-collar workers, and
the rare commuter. I covered school
board politics, fatal crashes on the
highway south, whatever was needed.
My colleagues loomed as large
as the tomato trucks rolling down
the 101. They were like a troupe in a
loud Steinbeck novel, yoked to one
little room. Every phone call was in
your ear. Cigarette smoke reached
eye level by noon. It was hot. We
sweated through it. All that energy
went toward Gilroy—honoring it,
laughing about it, keeping it honest.
[ wasn’t born to be a newsman, it
turned out, but I loved being part

of that group. They were part of 7’

their community, played soft-
ball with the people they wrote
about. The news they brought
their neighbors served as glue.

On page 104, we pub-
lish the chronicle of the
final days of a paper in
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For 121 years, the Pioneer reported the
comings and goings in Warroad, Minnesota.

Warroad, Minnesota, just the kind of
outlet a small town needs. Its police
blotter report included everyone, no
exceptions—not even when the editor
drove drunk. Now, in one more place,
that accountability is gone. About 2,000
U.S. papers have closed since 2004.

[ assumed the same had happened
in Gilroy. But the Dispatch is alive!
Editor Erik Chalhoub told me that
he’s undaunted, though the editorial
staff is down to four to put out the Dis-
patch and two other nearby papers.
The Dispatch owns its own building,
prints every Friday, and, with a couple
of online stories a day, “is on top of
what people want to read about.

“Gilroy still feels like a small town,”
he said, both bringing me up to speed
and making me smile. “The people
here care for their paper.” Not that

you need my encouragement,
% but I hope we all do that for our
. humble local papers—before we
miss them because they’re gone.

Bruce Kelley,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Write to me at
letters@rd.com.

FROM TOP: TIM GRUBER. MATTHEW COHEN
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MEET YOUR NEW OBSESSION.

The Legend of the

Crimson Cricket, the
Golden Scorpion, and
the Emerald Beetle

Mary Montalvo

Remembering a Great
American Hero

Marian Anderson
“The Lady from Philadelphia”

Emile Henwood

www.xlibris.com I www.xlibris.com

Hardback | Paperback | E-book — =% Hardback | Paperback | E-book
$28.99 | $16.99 | $3.99 $28.99 | $16.99 | $3.99

Three remarkable brothers born with unique Remembering a Great American Hero: Marian Anderson 1s
abilities save their village by fighting a twisted a condensed chronological narrative compilation,

and powerful warlord and his demented amply illustrated by engaging photos, that shares
psychopath son. the teachable lessons of Anderson’s well-lived long

life - especially important today.

oex | The Vietory of The 4 Miguel Jesus Corte
%) New Mfin and # Gerald Skow
Mysteries of God o
www.authorhouse.com
Joel Zao

. MIGUEL . | Hardback | Paperback | E-book
www.xlibris.com Vﬁ (J:g%l{'lsi ¥ $23.99 | $13.99 | $3.99
Hardback | Paperback | E-book
$31.99 | $17.99 | $3.99

This final installment completes a series on Paul’s  This 1s a story of a poor Ecuadorian who
Letter to the Romans and discusses Chapters ~ moves from Gualaceo to the Oriente as well
[2-16, which illustrates the practical application  as his dreams and endeavors to make his life
of the truths of the previous two books. a little better.

The Pinkerton and
the Wizard

Harvey Hetrick

Connie Gets More
Than Her Backyard

Patti Whitehead-Gill

www.xlibris.com

AN |5 dback | Paperback | E-book Hardback | Paperback | E-book

www.luniverse.com

MR 52390 | $13.99 | $3.99 $34.99 | $26.99 | $3.99
Mythological wizard Merlin time travels This tale centers on six-year—old Connie who
from the twelfth century to the nineteenth has recently moved to a town from the city.

and covertly assists a Pinkerton detective and  She learns she’s adopted, meets her best friend
a Lloyd’s insurance detective with and falls in love with an orphan puppy.
their investigations.

Xlibris authorHouse Ciuniverse
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She Finally Said Yes

LETTERS

Trutbs & Myths |

Aot Meary |
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- KISSING What Back
]me " |

| loved this story about the 40-year gap

in Georgene and Jerry’s relationship. My
wite and | met in 1955 and then ran into
each other for the first time in 40 years at
our class reunion in 1996. We dated long-
distance for a year and now have been mar-
ried for 24. My advice: Don’t ever give up!

—TRACY PERRY Longmont, Colorado

Can You Trust

Your Dentist?

Every industry has
practitioners who take
advantage of clients.
Trust must be a two-
way street. As a practic-
ing dentist, I trust
patients to give an ac-
curate health history.
They trust me to give
the best care possible.
My heart goes out to
those deceived. There
are great dentists out
there. Please find us
to receive proper care.
—ROBERT JOHNS, DDS
Leawood, Kansas

APRIL 2021

| Think Black History
Month Should Last
All Year

As I was reading, I
thought that more
accomplished Black
Americans beyond

the usual ones would
finally be praised. But
only a few were men-
tioned. What about
Ursula Burns, the first
Black woman CEO of a
Fortune 500 company?
Or Bessie Coleman, the
first Black woman to
hold a pilot’s license?
—TARRILYNN WALL
Kerrville, Texas

Word Power

I was surprised to
learn that love in
tennis actually comes
from “the love of the
game.” Years ago, my
French teacher told us
the French called zero
“the egg,” or l'oeuf, and
English tennis players
changed the pronunci-
ation to love.

—A.S. via e-mail

You Call That a
Compliment?

[ loved your story
about backhanded
compliments. It re-
minded me of an old
boss. We called her
the Big But because
every compliment

we got from her was
immediately followed
by “but ...

—LAVERNE PERKINS
Fort Garland, Colorado

True Stories

Frank Mongiello’s true
story about running
into a woman from his
postal route and her
saying she didn’t recog-
nize him with clothes
on gave me a good
laugh. A swim student
once saw me at the

RD PHOTO STUDIO
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mall and ran up to
say hi. When she told
her mom I was her
swim teacher, the mom
also said “Oh, I didn’t
recognize you with
clothes.” Needless to
say, many eyes turned
our way.

—INA LOWE

Ramona, California

Brain Games

[ was shocked to see
my daughter’s nick-
name as one of the
crosswords in your
Brain Games puzzle:
Snookums will be
thrilled!

—JAY SCALESE
Waynesboro,
Pennsylvania

We Found a Fix

Your tip about using

your phone as a magni-
fying glass can be done
even more quickly than

going through three
different steps in
Settings. Just click on
your camera app, then
pinch and zoom with
your regular camera
screen to magnifty
whatever you need

to read.

—D.C. via e-mail

13 Things

In your kissing facts
article, you mention
that swapping microbes
can help build new im-
munity against infec-

tions and even allergies.

My dad used to have a
honey allergy, but after
he married my mom, it
disappeared. Of course,
he always used to say
it was because her
name, Melissa, comes
from the Greek word
for honeybee!

—BRENT MCBURNEY
Alexandria, Virginia

Reader’s Digest’s Very Big Year

That’s right, RD becomes a centenarian in 2022! But

don’t call us old—we’re timeless. Kick off our celebration of
100 years of goofs, gags, thrillers, and tearjerkers by tell- |
Ing us the story of an RD article that made a big impression %r\

on you. Why did it stay with you? Go to rd.com/best

storyever to submit and see terms, and we might publish

your memory (and even the original article) next year.

READER’S DIGEST

TRIPPING DOWN
MEMORY LANE

4+ | use “secretary syn-
drome” to explain my
own memory holes, simi-
lar to the ones described
In Bruce Kelley’s editor’s
note. When you’re young,
the secretary in your
brain files away all the
iInformation you gather
and pulls it out when you
need it. When you turn
50, she goes part time.
The information is still
filed, but it takes longer
to retrieve. When you
turn 60, she retires.

—Kim deArrillaga

MOKELUMNE HILL,
CALIFORNIA

4+ After a friend shared
a story (long since for-
gotten), his wife said,
“Honey, you know that’s
not true.” He replied,
“Well, it could’ve been!”

—Walt Meyer
OZONA, TEXAS
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For adults with type 2 diabetes (T2D), along with diet and exercise,
once-daily RYBELSUS® can help lower blood sugar

Wake Up to the Possibilities
of Reaching Your A1C Goal

&3 If eligible, you may pay
as little as $10 for a

30-day prescription?
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I‘YBELSUS“

RYBELSUS® is proven to
lower blood sugar and A1C

In @ 6-month study of
people with an average
starting A1C of 8%, the
majority of people taking
RYBELSUS® reached an
A1C of less than 7%°:

» Nearly 7 out of 10 people on
7 mg of RYBELSUS®

* Nearly 8 out of 10 people on
14 mg of RYBELSUS®

* About 3 out of 10 people on
a sugar pill

*Commercially insured patients only. Offer valid for up to six 30-day fills. Eligibility and other restrictions apply.

RYBELSUS® may help you
lose some weight

While not for weight loss,

in the same 6-month

study, people with an

average starting weight of

195 pounds lost up to

8 pounds*:

* 5 pounds on 7 mg of
RYBELSUS®

* 8 pounds on 14 mg of
RYBELSUS®

* 3 pounds on a sugar pill

While many people in medical studies
lost weight, some did gain weight.

Text® RESULTS to 44535
to learn more about
RYBELSUS®

\\ l’///
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RYBELSUS® does not
increase the risk of
major cardiovascular
(CV) events such as heart
attack, stroke, or death*

‘In a 6-month study looking at A1C with
703 adults with T2D comparing 7 mg
RYBELSUS® and 14 mg RYBELSUS® with
a sugar pill when both were added to
diet and exercise.

9In a cardiovascular safety study, 3183
adults with T2D and a high risk of CV
events were treated with either 14 mg
RYBELSUS® or a sugar pill in addition to
their usual diabetes and CV medications.

"Message and data rates may apply. Check with your mobile service provider. Message frequency will be based on your selections. Text HELP to 44535
for help. Text STOP to 44535 to quit. See Terms and Conditions of Use at RYBELSUS.com.

e

See cost and savings info at RYBELSUS.com,
and ask your healthcare provider about RYBELSUS® today.

Q

RYBELSUS® is a registered trademark of Novo Nordisk A/S.
Novo Nordisk is a registered trademark of Novo Nordisk A/S.

a ®
Novo nordisk © 2020 Novo Nordisk All rights reserved. US20RYB00443 September 2020































































































































































































































































































































































