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THE MANY LIVES OF DABBA

This story triggered an old memory. My maths teacher
would brand students who failed to answer his ques-
tions, as dabbas. Looking back, | realized that this rude
remark, meant to signify those he considered lacking
In grey matter, has ever been turned on its head in In-
dian homes. My mum, for instance, stored her sewing
paraphernalia in a big Britannia biscuit tin, our pencils
and pens in an old dry-fruits box. Reusing these con-
tainers, otherwise rendered useless, made their exis-
tence purposeful, and returned prestige to the word,
otherwise used to describe someone slow, empty. This
legacy lives on in several flower pots in my garden that
were once old oll jars, paint cans and grocery cartons.
May there be no end of recycling on earth!

, Hazaribagh

Prafull Chandra Sockey gets this month s Write * Win prize of “1,000. EDs

My mother, too was obsessed with her collection
of dabbas. She remembered every single one she
ever owned. If | ever gave one to a friend, | made
sure that | got it back. Otherwise, that friend was
due to end up on my mother s long list of culprits,

who didn t return her priceless possessions.
, Jamshedpur

No Child Left Behind
When the pandemic brought life to a standstill, it
also induced a compassionate many to shed their

diffidence and rise to
the occasion to help
those in need. The
nlossoming of teachers
Ike Hidayatulla Bar-
Katulla Khatik, helping
nis students adapt to
digital learning and
the birth of Prafulla
Shashikant s V-school
and VOPA Initiative to
provide education to
children from low-in-
come households, bear
witness to the whole-
some other side of the
pandemic. The quick
Spread, acceptance
and recognition of
such yeomen services
rendered should serve
as a catalyst for others
to emulate them.

Chennal

Build a Better Brain
For the past few years,
| cannot fight the feel-
Ing that my old age

Is fast approaching. So,
| rarely miss reading
about dementia or Al-
zheimer s. This was the
first time | came across
an article on how to
make our brain strong




by adopting easy, sim-
ple measures eating

more greens, taking up
old-fashioned games

such as cards or chess,
and adding in medita-
tion! What a revelation!

- Mumbali

A Day at the Beach
This story was a re-
minder that life has to
be lived to the fullest,
as time lost never
comes back. The
pandemic taught us the
Important lesson that
calamities may strike us
anytime so we should
always learn to treasure
the small joys of life.

~Jalandhar

The Double Triple
This piece reminded
me that miracles really
do happen. Performing
an operation Is never
simple, but a triple
transplant is the rarest
of medical procedures.
The level of planning
required, collection of
vital organs and, above
all, the precise execu-
tion kudos to the sur-
geons and their entire
team. Also, both

patients had the will to
face and overcome the
pressures of undertak-
INng such a procedure.
Even as a reader, the
story brought upon
anxiety and expecta-
tions. Everyone In-
volved came together,
fought well to achieve
outstanding results.

, Bengaluru

Brilliant
Breakthroughs

The use of animal
organs to replace dis-
eased human ones Is
a very old idea. Early
kidney and live trans-
plants were attempted
from baboons and
chimpanzees as these
primates were consid-
ered closest to human
beings. However, most
of these transplants
failed and were gradu-
ally given up. The
Interest in pigs as a
source of human or-
gans iIs recent. One
reason why scientists
have now zoomed Iin
on these otherwise
shunned creatures as
an organ source Is that

In the western world, it
IS soclally more accept-
able to breed pigs for
this purpose. From a
scientific view point,
pigs are genetically
modifiable to reduce
the chances of rejection
by the human body.
While there are several
Issues with xenotrans-
plantation, the first suc-
cessful pig-to-human
transplant represents a
significant step forward
In solving the problem
of organ shortage.

e #

 Surat

Errata

The author of the story
The Truth about the
Man in Red (December
2022) was incorrectly
printed as Rebecca
Meiser instead of Anne
T. Donahue. The error
IS regretted.

Write in at editor.india@
rd.com. The best letters
discuss RD articles, offer
criticism, share ideas.

Do include your phone
number and postal address.
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UNIFOR

An Air Force guy was
driving while an Army
guy was driving in the
opposite direction. In
the middle of the night
with no other cars on
the road, they hit each
other head-on.

The Air Force guy
manages to climb out
of his car and surveys
the damage. He looks at
his twisted car and says,

Man, | am really lucky
to be alive! Likewise,
the Army guy scrambles
out and says to himself,

| can t believe | sur-
vived this wreck!

The Army guy walks
over to the Air Force guy
and says, Hey man, |
think this is a sign from
God that we should put
away our petty differ-
ences and live as friends
Instead of arch-rivals.

The Air Force guy
thinks for a moment
and says, You know,
you re absolutely right!

12

When the remote control fails

Now let s see what else
survived this wreck.

He pops open his
trunk and finds an un-
opened bottle of whis-
key. He says to the Army
guy, |thinkthisis an-
other sign from God that
we should toast to our
new-found friendship.
The Army guy replies,

You re right! and
starts drinking.

After putting away
nearly half the bottle
he hands it to the Air

Force guy and says,
Your turn!

The Air Force guy
twists the cap back
on and says, Nah, I
think I 1l walit for the
cops to come.

#

Reader s Digest will pay
for your funny anecdote

or photo in any of our hu-
mour sections. Post it to the
editorial address, or emaill
us at editor.india@rd.com
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Drive-By Poetry

up In unexpected places, as on this dusty
P road in Mosca, Colorado, population 732. The anonymous poet

calls his work Roadside Senryu. A senryu is like a haiku but
focuses more on human foibles than on nature. So, near Ulysses, New
York, you |l see: Where i1s my person/| ask forgetting that I/Am stand-
Ing right here. The artist has erected 23 signs so far, to inspire people
to strive for the greater good, he told the Daily Memphian. Hence,
the sentiment behind a sign in Mount Prospect, lllinois: Foolish to
hold back/For love is for giving and/Love Is forgiving.

Smile
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EVERYDAY HEROES

A Few Kind Words

A passerby convinces a distraught
woman not to end it all

Andy Simmons

% 11 p.m. when Alex Con-
rad saw the woman on the Main
Street Bridge. She was standing
by the railing, peering down at
the rushing Chippewa River be-

low. At her feet was what appeared to
be a backpack.

Maybe she s fishing, Conrad, then
20, thought as he continued driv-
Ing his Mustang to his home a short
distance away. His friend s car had
broken down, so Conrad was making
a quick pit stop to grab some tools
before heading out to help.

Tools in hand, he climbed into
his car. Instead of taking a shortcut,
though, he opted to head back over
the bridge. Something about that
woman didn t sit right. Why would

she be fishing this late at night In
May, when it s still cold in Chippewa
Falls, Wisconsin?

As he crossed the 400-metre-long
bridge, Conrad saw the woman stand-
Ing In the same spot. He pulled a
U-turn and parked on a diagonal some
20 feet away with his hazards flashing,
blocking one of the four lanes. In case
there was trouble, he hoped another
driver would take note and help.

He stepped out of his car and got
a clearer picture of the scene. The
woman was in her 20s, dressed in
pants and a heavy coat. What he d
thought was a backpack was in fact
rope pooled by her feet. One end
was tied to a bridge post. The other,
around her neck.

& David Ellis
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Alex Conrad, on
the bridge where he
saved astranger slife








































































































































































































































































































































































