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 EDITOR•S LETTER   

H
ave you ever experienced a Christmas that lingers in your 
heart? Perhaps it•s the one from your childhood when you 
finally unwrapped that shiny, coveted toy. Or the year you 
found yourself celebrating in a foreign land, far from familiar 
traditions. It might even be the Christmas when you felt the 

absence of a loved one at the table for the very first time. 
On page 56, we invite you to dive into the cherished memories of four 

individuals who share their unique and touching Christmas stories, 
blending moments of joy and nostalgia.

From the heartwarming account of a mother who keeps Christmas 
on standby year-round to the moving narrative of a healthcare assistant 
guiding souls on their final journey, and the sweet recollections of a time-
honoured neighbourly tradition of candlelit windows„ these festive stories 
are sure to resonate with you. 

But they•re more than just words on paper; they•re an invitation for you 
to share your own cherished holiday tales with us. We•re eager to hear from 
you, so send your festive stories to readersletters@readersdigest.co.uk.

With the holiday season upon us, we•re sending you our warmest wishes 
from team Reader•s Digest. Your letters, stories, and poems 
illuminate our pages and enrich every season, and for 
that, we are truly thankful. Here•s to another year of 
sharing life•s incredible stories together.

You can also sign up to our newsletter at readersdigest.co.uk 
Reader•s Digest is published in 23 editions in 10 languages

             facebook.com/ readersdigestuk         twitter.com/ readersdigestuk          @readersdigest_uk 

Follow Us

Eva � � �  � � � � � � ��  
Editor-in-Chief

Remember
A

To
Christmas



Over To You
LETTERS ON THE October  ISSUE

We pay £30 for every published letter

Young And Brave 

What a moving article "Beyond 
Survival" was, about the lasting 
impact on young cancer survivors. 
I read their stories as tears ran 
down my face. I am in awe of how 
courageous Ellie, Jessica and Helen 
were as they shared their lives.

Cancer is a horrible diagnosis 
to receive at any age, but to be 
so young and have to cope with 
it must be very hard for these 
youngsters and their families and 
friends. You only get one chance 
at being young and those crucial 
years shape the person you become, 
your relationships and career, your 
confidence and wellbeing, your 
ability to pursue dreams.

Cancer turns people's lives upside 
down. A friend's daughter had 
leukaemia at a young age, and then 
in her early twenties had breast 
cancer. She is just about to undergo 
a hysterectomy. She is the bravest 
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Send letters to readersletters@readersdigest.co.uk
Include your full name, address, email and daytime phone number. We may edit letters  

and use them in all print and electronic media 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

person I know with the way she 
copes with all setbacks she has had„
and she is only 30.

In terms of what the future holds 
for curing all cancers, some experts 
believe the evolving treatments may, 
in the future, make that a reality. 
Others think the ability to control 
cancer as a chronic disease is more 
achievable. I do believe, however, 
that the government should give 
cancer research limitless funds to 
help aid their learnings.   

ROBERT AITCHISON, Birkenhead, 
Wirral



Feel ing So Al ive

I was entertained by your article "Under the 
Grandfluence: Baddiewinkle". Instagram 
has millions of active users and many of 
them over the age of 50. Some of them 
have created their own accounts, while 
others collaborate with one or more of 
their grandchildren. So many seniors like 
Baddiewinkle are gaining a following and 
good for them.             

I hadn't actually heard of her until now, 
but I warmed to her immediately! She has 
a penchant for tie-dye, slogan T-shirts and 
raver clothes„ she is an overnight style icon 
and she clearly can't be happier about it. I 
also note she's famous for her rule-breaking, 
rebellious style which probably makes her 
a favourite with a younger audience too. I'd 
wager she's changed a lot of older women's 
ideas about fashion.   

My own grandmother 
used to wear a lot of beige 
and white. But then all 
of a sudden, she moved 
on. Colour makes her 
feel so alive and she has 
no restrictions on what 
she wears anymore.

HANNAH BYRON, 
Liverpool

Will Power

•Get Your Will Sorted This 
AutumnŽ in the money 
column by Andy Webb was 
just what my husband and I 
needed to read. 

Although we have been 
married for 36 years and 
have three grown up 
children, we are part of the 
59 per cent of UK residents 
who don•t have a will. 
Despite thinking about 
this legality when our first 
daughter was born 30 years 
ago, we still haven•t got 
round to it.

Your advice and 
information about Free Wills 
Month and Will Aid was 
most welcome and helpful 
and something neither of us 
were aware of. Having both 
taken early retirement in the 
past year, it is certainly a task 
that we will be sorting in the 
near future.

MELANIE LODGE, West 
Yorkshire

116 

 MONEY  

Sorted This Autumn

W ILL 
GET YOUR

Editor•s note: crossword enthusiasts may have noticed a 
printing error in our crossword on p92 of the November 2023 
issue. We apologise for any confusion this may have caused 
and have resolved this issue as follows: all entries have been 

classed as valid whether the word was correct or incorrect, and 
if anyone still wishes to enter, they can do so online by 

November 30, 2023. Thank you for your understanding. 

DECEMBER 2023 € 7



OVER TO YOU
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The Forest Walk  
by Susanna Lewis, North Yorkshire

Walking through the dapple lit forest
I feel the cool air brushing my cheeks.
As pine scented “ r trees lift my quiet soul
I dream of peace “ lling my heart.
Birds sing their sweet song of freedom

While leaves unfurl welcoming the stranger.
I am enveloped in this emerald green world
Where love breathes through nature, reborn.

POETRY 
CORNER

Whether you•re a 
seasoned poet or just 
getting started, we•d 
love to see your work!  

 
Email us at 

readersletters@
readersdigest.co.uk. 

Include your full 
name, address and the 
title of the poem. We•ll 

pay £30 for every 
published piece

Want to see 
your shor t poem 

publ i shed in 
Reader •s Digest?

Unwanted Gifts 
by Esther Chilton, Nottinghamshire

It is the worst time of year,
One that fills me with great fear.

It•s almost Christmas, you see,
I know I should be filled with glee

To receive presents and gifts galore,
But I don•t want them, not anymore.

Not out-of-date sweets from Uncle Ken,
Or twee ornaments yet again.

I don•t want toasters or a wok,
Nor an annoying cuckoo clock.

I•ve earrings coming out of my ears,
And smellies just reduce me to tears.

Though there is one thing that would be quite grand,
And that•s money. I•m sure you understand.
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Hundreds Of Happy Hours

I first started reading Reader•s 
Digest when I was about ten. My 
granny ordered it on subscription 
so there was always a copy to find 
somewhere in her house. I would 
enjoy finding interesting articles; 
some funny, some thought-
provoking, others informative and quite revealing!

Many of the articles in Reader•s Digest made me laugh out loud 
or other times be amazed by adventurous escapades. Skiers lost in 
mountains, family experiences from around the world, holidays good 
and bad. And completing the •Word PowerŽ with some success pleased 
me greatly.

As a young lady in her early twenties, I decided to sign up myself to 
have my favourite little magazine delivered each month. Since then, 
I have enjoyed hundreds of happy hours reading Reader•s Digest and 
have passed the magazines onto many delighted recipients. During 
the COVID-19 lockdown periods a few years ago, Reader•s Digest was 
something of a life-saver for some, providing a very enjoyable read 
with stories, puzzles and jokes to fill their time at home.

Thank you, Reader•s Digest, for giving so many people so much 
pleasure through reading!

SUZY HAMILTON, Hampshire 
                           

To celebrate the rich legacy of Reader's Digest, we 
share some of your most cherished, humorous and 

nostalgic memories of the magazine

Memory Lane
 READ ER•S D I GEST

Email your Reader's Digest memories to readersletters@readersdigest.co.ukU
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SEE THE WORLD...
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A photograph by the famous 
photographer Steve McCurry made Sri 
Lanka•s stilt fishermen famous all over the 
world. Even today, men in sarongs casting 
their lines from stakes driven into the 
seabed are among the most popular motifs 
among tourists. However, many of these 
•fishermen• have long since stopped 
fishing for herring, mackerel and sardines. 
They merely pose for the cameras„ for a 
fee. Tourism is an important industry on 
this island in the Indian Ocean. The 
coronavirus pandemic therefore also hit 
the population hard economically.

PHOTO: © PICTURE-ALLIANCE/  DPA/ DPAWEB/ M.A.PUSHPA_KUMARA
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His mum had passed away the week before; 
aged 96, in a hospice, completely compos 
mentis, indefatigable as ever. He•d begun the 
painful yet necessary task of sorting through 
her belongings. Dividing them into the familiar 
post-mortem piles: Retain, Sell, Donate. 

I required zero thinking time. Yes, I would 
like her aloe vera plant, please. In the orange 
pot, you know the one? To the left of the 
porch. Nothing special to look at.

Here•s why. Sometime around 1975, 
Grandma received this plant as a gift. It came 
courtesy of the local butcher in recognition 
of her loyal custom. A gesture. A knick-knack. 
It could, I suppose, just as likely have been 
a calendar, or a fountain pen, or a box of 
biscuits. But it just happened to be a pleasant-
ish pot plant, which Grandma, who always 
had green fingers, appreciated and placed in 
her doorway.

Olly Mann battles 
to keep a family 
heirloom alive, 
with some help 

from his in-laws

Olly Mann is a presenter  
for Radio 4, and  
the podcasts The  

Modern Mann, The  
Week Unwrapped  

and Today in History with  
the Retrospectors

Planting 
Memories



Five years later, my mum married 
the butcher•s son. And had me.

When my father•s mother died in 
1993, Grandma revealed to me how 
this particular plant was different 
to the dozens of others she had in 
her home. How this one had history. 
It was, she suggested, a living, 
prospering embodiment of the 
relationship that existed between 
the two sides of my family. As, 
indeed, was I. 

In recent years, whenever we•ve 
visited Grandma•s flat, I•ve attempted 
to enthuse my 
children with this 
compelling concept. 
•Look at that!Ž, 
I•d exclaim, like a 
Victorian ringmaster. 
•That was a gift your 
great-grandma bought 
your other great-
grandma! Before they 
were even related! It•s 
older than me!Ž. Then my kids would 
shrug, and ask Grandma for a sweet.

Numerous times, Grandma gave 
me clippings of this sacred plant, 
in the hope I might foster my own 
and continue the legend. Yet, every 
time, my offshoots died of neglect. 
Aloe vera is reasonably hardy, but, 
as I•ve learned, if you put it above a 
radiator, it dies. If you under-water 
it, it dies. If you over-water it, it dies. 
It doesn•t mix well with toddlers, or 
dogs, or under-heated flooring, or 
under-counter lighting. It doesn•t 

stay upright when you transport it 
in a car. In short, with my woeful 
horticultural skills, I•m better off with 
a plastic one from IKEA.

But that didn•t used to matter, 
because I could badger Grandma for 
another clipping and try again. Now 
I can•t. If I kill this one„ Grandma•s 
master plant, the Mann family 
heirloom„ it will be irreplaceable. 
So, straight after I asked my uncle 
for this treasure to be bestowed 
into my custody, I put in place an 
insurance policy: the plant will go 

and live with Ann, my 
mother-in-law.

In stark contrast to 
me, my wife•s mother 
is a genius with a 
greenhouse (indeed, 
the fact she even 
has a greenhouse 
indicates she has a 
substantially more 
evolved relationship 

with flora and fauna than I do). I•ve 
seen her grow marrows the size of 
volleyballs, and sunflowers as tall 
as trees. She seems instinctively 
to know which flowers in her care 
require a drink, which a mere spritz, 
and which a veritable swim. In her 
house, plants live.

This afternoon, I took delivery 
of the famous aloe vera. In the 
four weeks that have elapsed 
since Grandma left for hospital, 
the plant has begun to brown and 
fray at the edges (not because it's 

16 € DECEMBER 2023
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ME CLIPPINGS OF 

THIS SACRED 
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HOPE I MIGHT 

FOSTER MY OWN



been left unattended, 
but because those 
attending to it„ my 
Grandmother•s 
carer, my mum, 
my uncle„ don•t 
know what 
they•re doing, either).

Within hours of it 
arriving in my possession, 
I carefully double-strapped 
it into our car seat, as if it 
were a newborn baby leaving the 
maternity ward, and commuted 
it slowly up the A1. Upon arrival, 
Ann triaged and treated it for over-
watering, transferred into a new pot, 
and placed it by some French doors 
"to dry out". 

The plan is for Ann to keep  
hold of the original plant„ at least 
until I can be trusted to look after  
its progeny. In time, she can teach 
me how to care for its cuttings 
properly, and then maybe one  
day I can confidently settle the 
mother plant in my own front  
porch for posterity.

In the meantime, Ann 
will disperse cuttings 
and clippings among 
her own family, as 

Grandma used 
to do. My wife•s 
two sisters, for 

example, are both far 
better at tending plants 

than I am, so it is quite 
conceivable that they, too, 

will spread cuttings of the plant 
around their partners• families; that 
this humble plant might yet spread 
across my entire extended family. 
What an amazing outcome, for a gift 
that my dad•s mum gave my mum•s 
mum before I even existed.

There are oodles of potential 
mementos from a person•s life one 
can keep to remember them by. 
Photos, recipes, jewellery, crockery, 
fragrance„ all of these can do the 
trick. And, no doubt, a bit of cash 
from their will can be jolly nice, 
too. But I•m content with the aloe 
vera pot plant from Grandma•s front 
porch. My Family Tree. �Q 

DECEMBER 2023 € 17

 READ ER•S D I GEST

It is thought that when Stonehenge was first built, on the day of the winter 
solstice the setting sun would sink over the Altar Stone, framed by a trilithon 

(two upright stones that support a third horizontal stone). This alignment 
has since been lost, as half of the trilithon has fallen. 

 
 

SOURCE: ENGLISH-HERITAGE.ORG.UK

Sun Worship
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Los Angeles, Leona Lewis 
has come a long way 
since her X Factor days. 
Back then, she was a 

hopeful 21-year-old looking for her 
big break; today, she is a singer-
songwriter who has sold 35 million 
records worldwide, owner of vegan 
coffee shop Plants and Coffee, and 
mother of a 14-month-old who was 
up early this morning.

•Me and my husband are still 
figuring [parenting] out,Ž Lewis 
laughs. •We•re just about getting to 
a point where we•re like, •OK, I think 
this works•.Ž

You wouldn•t know from looking at 
her that Lewis was up early chasing 

after an energetic toddler. She is 
glowing and happy to chat. Currently 
she is in the midst of preparing for 
her upcoming Christmas headline 
UK tour, working on the setlist. 

How do you put a setlist together, 
anyway? Lewis explains that 
usually, an artist will prioritise 
songs from whatever album they•ve 
just had out. In the case of artists 
with a few albums, they can play 
around a bit more. This applies to 
Lewis, who has five studio albums 
under her belt, including Spirit 
which became the fastest-selling 
debut album in the UK at the time 
of its release in 2007, and remains 
one of the best-selling albums in UK 
chart history. 

 ENTERTAINMENT   
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The British singer-songwriter opens up about 
motherhood and the magic of performing on stage

Leona Lewis

By Alice Gawthrop

On Stardom, 
Sustainability 
& Snoop Dogg 
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•Say A Little PrayerŽ by Aretha 
Franklin and taking a moment to be 
thankful. •I like to just remember 
what I•m doing it all for, how 
excited I am for everything to come 
together. It•s so amazing when you•re 
performing live and people know a 
song, and everyone•s singing it with 
you. You just feel so connected to 
each other.Ž

Although she lives in LA now, Lewis 
speaks warmly of Hackney, the East 
London borough where she grew up. 
•I think London will always feel like 

home,Ž she says. •It•s 
where I was born and 
raised. Hackney has 
changed so much, it•s 
so gentrified now, but 
in some ways it feels the 
same. My family still live 
there, so it•s always just 
going to be home to me.Ž

You can still hear her London 
roots in her friendly accent as 
she reminisces about her career 
beginnings. Lewis always knew that 
being an artist was her goal, and after 
leaving the BRIT School at the age 
of 17, she started seriously pursuing 
it. She went to labels and tried to get 
deals, but nothing seemed to stick. 
•At the time, people just weren•t 
about my sound, so it was really 
difficult,Ž she says.

In 2006, she auditioned for the 
third series of The X Factor with 
the song •Over the RainbowŽ, 

I N TERVI EW:  LEON A LEWI S

It•s clear that Lewis• fans are 
important to her, and they play a big 
role in shaping the setlist. •I asked on 
Instagram what songs people wanted 
to hear,Ž she tells me. •I went through 
them and thought, Which of these 
are my favourites as well? I find a 
middle ground.Ž 

As for which songs she is most 
excited to perform, Lewis is keeping 
mum. She•ll go as far as saying that 
she is doing a lot of songs that she 
hasn•t sung onstage before, but she 
won•t name any names. •People 
don•t know the setlist yet so I can•t 
say too much,Ž she 
winks. •But I•m really 
excited that there•s 
going to be a lot of 
new songs that people 
haven•t heard me sing 
live before!Ž.

Going on tour is no 
easy feat, and Lewis 
admits that she was nervous to 
begin with. Her Christmas tour will 
be her first headline tour for a few 
years, and her first ever as a mother. 
•It•s going to be such a different 
experience,Ž she says. •Before when 
I was touring it was just me, but now 
it•s me and the baby. She•s going to 
be there with me a lot, so it got me a 
bit nervous at the beginning.Ž

It•s reassuring to know that even 
an award-winning global singing 
sensation gets a little nervous from 
time to time. Her pre-show rituals for 
dealing with nerves? Singing through 

•I think London 
will always feel 
like home, it•s 

where I was born 
and raisedŽ
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immediately 
impressing the 
judges„ notoriously 
hard-to-impress Simon 
Cowell even applauded 
her performance. 
She went on to win 
the competition, and 
her winner•s single, a cover of Kelly 
Clarkson•s song •A Moment Like 
ThisŽ, broke a world record after being 
digitally downloaded more than 
50,000 times in less than 30 minutes. 

Now, she often finds herself on 
the other side of the panel, having 
been a guest judge on shows such as 
The X Factor, Queen of the Universe 
and I Can See Your Voice. What•s it 
like being the judge rather than the 
contestant on shows? 

•I love being part 
of a panel because 
you•re witnessing 
other people share 
their gifts,Ž Lewis says 
warmly. •It can be 
really daunting to get 
up there and express 

yourself like that. For a lot of people 
it takes a lot of courage, so I•m 
always really happy to witness that.

•I think these shows can either help 
you grow as a person or diminish 
you as a person. I like to take it as an 
opportunity to help. Whenever I get 
time with the people who are coming 
onto the show to just chat backstage 
and have a heart-to-heart, I try to give 
advice that would have helped me 
when I was doing what they•re doing.Ž 
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•Notor iously 
hard-to-impress 

Simon Cowell even 
applauded her 
per formanceŽ
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Alongside Simon Cowell 
appearing on The X Factor 



Has motherhood changed things for 
Lewis? For one thing, she•s working 
on projects that she may never have 
picked up otherwise. Exhibit A: A 
collaboration with Snoop Dogg on 
a YouTube song for kids (yes, you 
read that right). How did that even 
come about? She laughs. •I had 
just had the baby and I was looking 
on YouTube for songs to stop her 
crying. Babies love to hear stuff over 
and over and over, and I was getting 
to the point of madness!Ž. 

By chance, she came across a 
Snoop Dogg channel for babies. 
When she played a song, her baby 
was mesmerised. •I thought, I 
wonder if Snoop Dogg would be  
up for working on something 
together? She loved it so much  
and I just thought it would be 
lovely to play her one of 
these songs and be  
able to say, •This  
is Mummy•.Ž 

The result is a 
collaboration on an 
animated YouTube 
music video to help 
raise awareness for 
children•s wellness 
and celebrate 
Mental Health 
Day titled •It•s 
Okay.Ž Lewis 
voices a puppy 
called London 
Lilly who sings 
about why it•s 

completely OK to be afraid of  
the dark. 

•I love the message that it•s OK 
to be scared, it•s OK to feel these 
things,Ž Lewis says. •I think when 
Carmel gets a bit older, she•ll be able 
to understand it. So it•s something 
that will grow with her.Ž

Balancing a career with being a 
new mother is hard work, Lewis 
attests. You can•t just switch off when 
you have a baby the way that you 
might be able to with other things. 
•I•m lucky to have a really good 
support network around me,Ž Lewis 
says. •I•ve got my husband, I•ve got 
his mum, I•ve got my parents. I•m 
really lucky to have people that help 
me so I am able to rest.Ž

Alongside her impressive musical 
career, Lewis is also the owner 

of a vegan coffee shop, Coffee 
And Plants, in Pasadena. 

Her enthusiasm for the 
coffee shop is contagious: 
she reveals the drink 
flavours that they•ve 
been working on lately 
and my mouth waters.

•The weather is 
lovely in LA, but it 
has got a bit colder 
and there•s that 
autumnal feeling 
now,Ž she says. 
•We•ve just 
rolled out our 
new pumpkin 
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Coffee And 
Plants drinks



drink at the coffee shop. It•s called 
Pumpkin Pie, and it•s really good! 
We use all real pumpkin puree, not 
flavoured syrup. The best part about 
the coffee shop is doing all the tasting 
sessions, although it sometimes gets a 
bit dangerous„ you can go a bit crazy 
with the pastries!Ž.

Coffee And Plants is a real passion 
project for the singer-songwriter, 
being fully plant-based. Lewis has 
a long history of animal activism, 
starting with going 
vegetarian at the age 
of 12 after going on 
shopping trips to Oxford 
Circus with her mum 
and seeing protesters 
with animal testing 
signs. •I was so upset, 
I said, •Mum, I have to 
help the animals•,Ž she 
says. •That became 
my mission as a kid, 
and it•s fed into every 
aspect of my life. I was 
campaigning before 
anyone even knew who I was.Ž

Her animal activism only grew 
alongside her fame: in 2011 she 
supported a campaign to ban the 
use of wild animals in circuses in 
the EU, and in 2013 she released a 
cruelty-free makeup line with The 
Body Shop. When it came to opening 
a coffee shop, making it plant-based 
was a no-brainer. 

•I wanted it to be plant-based 
because I•m plant-based,Ž she says.  

•I would often go into coffee shops 
and see milk cartons stacked up 
high and think, Oh my gosh, how 
many cows are being milked for 
this? The dairy industry and mass 
farming„ it•s so cruel and it harms 
the environment too, so it•s twofold.Ž

Environmental awareness is also 
at the heart of Coffee And Plants, 
with all cups being recyclable and 
a tree being planted for every 100 
cups sold. But ultimately, Lewis 

is hoping for a more 
widespread mindset 
shift. •We want to be as 
sustainable as possible. 
What we really try and 
get people to do is 
actually bring in their 
own flask to refill, or 
we encourage them to 
sit in and have a coffee 
in a cup instead,Ž she 
explains. •We want to 
get rid of cups that you 
have to throw away 
altogether. But it•s 

something that we have to slowly 
implement, because people•s minds 
have to change about how we use 
things first. We need a mindset shift 
where we start to think, OK, we 
shouldn•t really be using stuff that 
just goes in the bin. We have to start 
using reusable things.Ž �Q

Dates for Leona Lewis•s Christmas with 
Love 2023 UK Tour can be found at 
leonalewismusic.com/events
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•I would often 
go into coffee 
shops and see 
milk car tons 

stacked up high 
and think, oh my 
gosh, how many 
cows are being 
milked for  this?
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After four decades 
of making clothes 
for the great and 
the good, stylist and 
tailor Mark Powell 
(63) is Soho•s last 
man standing
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I  WAS BORN IN KING'S COLLEGE 
HOSPITAL ON DENMARK HILL.  
My mother was born in East London 
and my dad was from South London, 
but I spent a lot of time as a kid in 
East London with my mum•s family, 
so most people assume I•m an East 
Ender. I was interested in fashion 
since I was eight or nine. I didn•t 
question it. It was just something 
that was naturally a part of me. In 
the mid-1970s, I was one of the more 
stylish kids at school. I•d wear beads 
around my neck with a mohair 
jumper, drainpipe trousers and 
winkle pickers. 

THE 1970S IN LONDON WAS A 
VERY STYLISH TIME WITH A LOT 
GOING ON. When I lived in 
Romford, aged 13 or 14, I used to 
travel up to the capital quite a lot.  
I kept my eyes open. When I was 17, 
I got into hairdressing and ended up 
working in a salon on Savile Row in 
Mayfair. A few doors along from the 
salon was the legendary tailor, 
Tommy Nutter. And of course, just 
around the corner was South Molton 
Street, which was an exciting fashion 
centre at the time. So a mixture of all 
of these things was inspiring me for 
the future. 
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(Far left) Mark, 
aged three, 
with his mum 
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CREATING THE LOOKƒ  
AND LANDING IN SOHO
Soon after, I was working in 
a gentlemen•s clothes shop on 
Conduit Street in Mayfair. It was next 
to the James Bond tailor, Anthony 
Sinclair. I•d go in and chat to the 
guys in there. By then I•d started to 
create my own look, which I wore 
every day, and people would ask me 
where I got my clothes from. That 
was when I realised that tailoring 
was my future. In 1981, my next 
move was to the famous Robot shop 
on King•s Road, and stars like Jack 
Nicholson, when they were in town, 
would drift in and out. That was 
normal back then. While there, I 
started to develop made-to-measure 
suits. It was then that I had my first 

inkling about getting my own shop. 
In the Covent Garden branch of 
Robot, I met a customer who was 
able to locate a shop for me. So that•s 
when I arrived in Soho, in 1985, on 
Archer Street. 

I  WAS 24 AND IT WAS AN 
EXCITING TIME AND GREAT FUN, 
but I didn•t take it too seriously. The 
Archer Street premises had been a 
shabby old sex shop. I took it over.  
I decided to transform it, lay it out 
like an old gentlemen•s outfitters. I 
had a barber shop in the back too, 
which added to the lifestyle aspect of 
the business.  
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(Above) Outside Robot on Floral 
Street, 1983
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I had clients like Bryan Ferry and 
David Bowie. Bowie was a very 
nice guy. He came into the shop 
one day and wanted a suit. All the 
staff from the Italian cafe next door 

saw Bowie coming in. They got very 
excited and rushed in and mobbed 
him. Signing all those autographs 
was driving him mad! But within two 
minutes my mates from the sex shop 
next door came round and cleared 
them all out because they thought a 
row had started. Bowie thought it 
was hilarious. He came back the 
following Monday in his limo and 
spent an afternoon with me talking 
about all things London, music and 
Ronnie and Reggie [Kray]. And, of 
course, he bought a suit. 
Subsequently, I also provided a lot of 
clothes for his film, Absolute 
Beginners (1986). 

I  DIDN•T HAVE A LONG�TERM 
PLAN. I was just doing it. I also had 
my nightclub, Violet•s, on Tisbury 
Court in Soho, which was a big 
entrepreneurial investment and 
gaining a lot of attention. But when  
I lost Violet•s, due to Soho politics, I 
had to start from scratch. I began 
making suits for my old private 
clients like Vic Reeves, Bob 
Mortimer and Jonathan Ross. 
Ronnie Kray too. Ronnie•s 
measurements were sent to me 
from Broadmoor [psychiatric 
hospital] and the suit fitted him 
perfectly. Then when I moved to a 
new atelier on D•Arblay Street,  

I started making clothes for Mick 
Jagger and George Michael. From 
there I started doing a lot of work in 
New York and Japan. 

ONE DAY I  MADE A SUIT FOR 
MICHAEL BALL, and at that time he 
was doing his own TV show for the 
BBC with a different guest every 
week. The BBC asked me to deliver 
the suit to the studio. So I did, only 
to discover that his guest that week„
one of my musical heroes„ was 
James Brown. James walked in with a 
20-strong entourage„ you couldn•t 
have written the script for this„ and 
they all looked amazing. So James 
sits down for the sound check, and 
though I•m there for Michael Ball, all 
I•m actually worried about is 
meeting my hero. So I walk up to 
James and say, "James, this is my 
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