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get her anything before I left for the eve-

ning. “More companionship,” she said.

She meant me, but I realize now that

she also meant the game. Over her 

84 often difficult years, baseball was a 

more faithful companion than most 

anything else.

I kissed her on the forehead that 

night and told her I’d visit the next day, 

but when I did, the baseball magic had 

vanished like the Dodgers sneaking out

of Brooklyn. She’d retreated into the

dugout of her silence. A week later, on

July 28, she died peacefully in her sleep.

Still, spending that last magical game 

with her was a gift—an inside-the-

retirement-park home run. Even better: 

This time, her team won.

You Can’t SpellYY Pneumonia Without Google

Here are the five of the hardest English words to spell,  

based on Google search volume:

Restaurant

Pneumonia

Appreciate

Receipt

Beautiful

MENTAL FLOSS
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The Ministry of 
Ungentlemanly Warfare

Starring Henry Cavill

this gonzo true story isn’t your fa-

ther’s wartime movie. An action-

comedy based on the book of the same 

name, director Guy Ritchie’s newest 

follows the first special forces mission 

in history, ordered by Winston Chur-

chill (Cary Elwes) during World War 

II and led by British commando Gus 

March-Phillips (Henry Cavill). For his 

off-the-books Nazi-stopping opera-

tion, March-Phillips assembles a team

of “ungentlemanly” fighters. “YouD
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won’t like them,” March-Phillips tells 

Churchill. “They’re all ... mad.” Actors

Alan Ritchson and Eiza González stand

out among the motley crew, playing 

a hulking, bow-and-arrow-wielding 

Dane and a knockout with an aptitude

for sharpshooting and spycraft. If it 

sounds like something out of a James 

Bond novel, it is: Author Ian Fleming 

was among Churchill’s real-life advis-

ers for the affair. (In theaters April 19) 

—Mara Reinstein

FILM
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PODCAST

Our Kindred 
Creatures 
By Bill Wasik and  

Monica Murphy

How, over 150 years, does 

a society go from carriage 

drivers whipping horses 

in the streets to restau-

rants offering menu en-

trees for dogs? Wasik, 

editorial director of the 

New York Times Magazine, 

and veterinarian Murphy 

answer in this fascinating 

chronology of America’s 

animal welfare move-

ment. The most signifi-

cant changes came after 

the Civil War, when many 

abolitionists shifted their 

efforts to animals. You’ll 

meet historical figures like 

Caroline Earle White, who 

opened the first dog shel-

ter in 1869. Both history 

lovers and animal lovers 

will delight. —CF

Lucky 
By Jane Smiley

The newest from the 

beloved Pulitzer Prize-

winning author is one 

part stroll through Ameri-

can history and one part 

folktale. Jodie Rattler has 

uncanny good fortune 

that follows her through 

life. The novel’s opening 

scene depicts 6-year-old 

Rattler winning thou-

sands of dollars for her 

uncle by randomly cir-

cling winning racehorses 

in the paper. Later, a 

Christmas jingle she 

writes as a Penn State 

student is so successful 

she’s set for life. Decades 

of a high-flying, semi-

charmed life masterfully 

crafted by Smiley are re-

markably fun to inhabit 

for a few hours. —CF

A culture war is 

“anything we fight 

about that isn’t eco-

nomics,” says Ronson. 

In season 2 of his BBC 

podcast, he examines 

the biggest controver-

sies of the 2020s, like 

“plandemic” conspira-

cy theories and Flori-

da’s anti-LGBTQ+ laws. 

Ronson never tells you 

how to feel, just the 

story (often beginning 

decades earlier) of how 

we arrived. Episode 6 

investigates how Vox’s 

“word of the decade,” 

trauma, became influ-

ential over free speech, 

tracing its genesis to a 

Vietnam War veteran 

and Boston’s July 4 

fireworks. Tune in 

during quiet moments 

or on long car rides 

when you can listen 

closely and track the 

chain of events.  

—Caroline Fanning

Things Fell 
Apart

Hosted by Jon Ronson

rd.com 103
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QUOTABLE QUOTESQUOTABLE QUOTES

My father would 

invite everybody 

for a Sunday 

paella once  

a month. My 

mother was 

always like, 

“What happens  

if more people 

show up?” My  

dad would say, 

“We add more 

rice to the pan.”

—José Andrés,

chef, in ESQUIRE

addictions are  

toothpicks and 

self-improvement.

—Ryan Phillipe,

actor, on instagram

The difference between fiction and reality  

is that people expect fiction to make sense.

—Brad Thor, novelist,
in POLIT ICO

They say that success 

changes a person,  

but I think it actually 

makes you more of 

who you really are.

—Barbra Streisand,  

egot winner, in the book 

MY NAME IS BARBRA
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—José Andrés,

chef, in ESQUIRE
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Hard work is H

my preferred  m

nguage, and  lan

try to speak  I t

it fluently.

—Chris Paul,

basketball 

player,
in the bookk  

SIXTY-ONEO : LIFE LESSONSS

OMFR PAPA, ON ANDD

OFF THE COURTT

QQUOOTATAABBBLE QQUOOTES
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Should you be included in the Camp Lejeune 
Historic Drinking Water notification database?

The Marine Corps is committed to finding and encouraging 
all service members, their families, and civilian employees 
who lived or worked at Camp Lejeune in 1987 or before to 
be included in the Camp Lejeune Historic Drinking Water 
notification database.

A Federal public health agency, the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), is studying whether 
past exposure to chemicals in the drinking water at Camp 
Lejeune may have caused adverse health effects. Best 
estimates from ATSDR’s water modeling efforts indicate that some 
of the base’s water was affected by chemicals as early as 1953 until as late as 1987. 
Registered individuals will be notified of results from the latest independent scientific 
studies as they are finalized.

To register, check your registration status, find 
information on study results and healthcare 
legislation, or if you have any additional 
questions or concerns, please visit  
www.marines.mil/clwater or call toll free  
at 877-261-9782, Monday-Friday, from  
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Eastern Time.

Get the BEST of Reader’s Digest  
in your inbox!

 

Sign up for our Read Up newsletter and enjoy  

even more timeless advice, stories and jokes!

Sign up now at: 

rd.com/rdsignup

http://rd.com/rdsignup
http://www.marines.mil/clwater
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1. That tiny front

pocket in your  

jeans is meant  

to hold change.

fact: C fiction: LLLL

5. Another name  

for Memorial Day  

is Armed Forces Day.

fact: E fiction: M

3. Your left lung is 

smaller than your 

right one.

fact: N fiction: P

99. Sudan has 

more pyramids ss s ss ss   

than Egypt.

fact: S fiction: E

7. The Wizard of Oz

filmmakers invented

the phrase “horse of  

a different color.”

fact: O fiction: N

4. Avocados used to 

be called alligator 

pears.

fact: D fiction:P

8.8  R2-D2 is the only

character in every 

Star Wars episode.

fact: R fiction: E

2. Sir Isaac Newton 

invented the color 

wheel.

fact: A fiction: O

6. The longest  

home run was hit 

during a minor 

league game.

fact: I fiction: R

Answers: 1.Fiction; it’s meant for a pocket watch. 2. Fact. 3.Fact. 4. Fact; because of their bumpy green skin. 5. Fiction; 
ArmedForcesDay is a separateholiday—also in May—celebrating those currently serving in themilitary. 6. Fact; in 1987,
Joey Meyer of the Denver Zephyrs ripped one 582 feet. 7. Fiction; like so many English expressions, this one derives from
Shakespeare.8.Fiction; C-3PO appears withhim in eachofthe numbered films.9. Fact.Bonus Question:Landmines.

bonus question What are bees helping to locate underground in the Balkans?

(Need help? Turn to 13 Things on page 24.)

Fact or Fiction?
medium Determine whether each statement is fact or fiction. To reveal the solution 

to the bonus question at the bottom, write the letters indicated by your responses  

in the corresponding numbered blanks. Turn the page upside down for the answers.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Brain

Sharpen Your Mind
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Brain Games

Allowing for Inflation 
difficult This addition problem  

is wrong, but you can fix it by  

removing three digits—one  

from each of the three numbers. 

What is the correct equation?

Desk Drive 
easy After workplace renovations, six employees—Roger, Sunita, Thalia, Umberto, 

Victoria and Wesley—will have to find new workspaces. The diagram below shows 

where they can sit in the refurbished office. 

1 8 5 4
+ 5 2 9 4

7 6 8 3

Using the following clues, can you figure out who should end up at each desk?

) The two accountants want to work together on the same floor.

) Umberto, the IT guy, wants to be no more than one floor away from the others.

) Sunita and Victoria both want to be right by a window.

) Wesley, the receptionist, wants to be on the first floor to greet visitors.

) Thalia is afraid of heights and cannot work on the top floor.

) Victoria and Thalia work in the same department.

) Between Wesley and Roger, only one wants to sit next to a window.

3RD FLOOR

2ND FLOOR

1ST FLOOR

http://RD.COM
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In Bloom 
easy Which of these views represents how 

this flat box will look after it is assembled? 

On the Right Path 
difficult Fill in the squares  

of this grid with a continuous 

path of consecutive numbers 

from 1 to 36, connected hori-

zontally or vertically, but never 

diagonally. Some numbers are 

given to get you started. Can 

you fill in the rest of the path?

For answers, turn to page 111.

For more Brain Games, go to rd.com/braingames.

A

C

B

D

http://RD.COM/BRAINGAMES
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1. haptic adj.  

('hap-tik)

a unfeeling

b blind

c tactile

2. mien n.  

(meen)

a sound effect

b earlobe

c appearance

3. redolent adj. 

('reh-duh-luhnt)

a soft 

b aromatic

c pressed

4. descry v. 

(duh-'skry)

a discover

b shout

c taste

The scent of freshly mown grass, the kiss  f

of a warm breeze, the music of birdsong:  

May is a delight for the senses. We explore 

all five of them in this tantalizing quiz of g

touching, melodic and fragrant words.  t

Why not see for yourself ? Then find  

the answers on the next page.

9. piquant adj. 

('pee-knt)

a spicy

b textured

c deafening

10. osculate v. 

('ah-skyuh-layt)

a push

b kiss

c rotate

11. lucently adv.  

('loo-snt-lee)

a silently

b radiantly

c forcefully

12. sapid adj. 

('sa-puhd)

a weak 

b gaseous

c savory

13. attar n.  

('a-tuhr)

a fragrant oil

b tooth cavity

c tear duct

14. acetous adj. 

(uh-'see-tuhs)

a stunted

b runny

c vinegary

15. sonorous adj.  

('sah-nr-uhs)

a unsightly

b loud

c incandescent

5. noisome adj.

('noy-suhm)

a loud

b flat

c offensive

6. coruscate v.  

('kor-uh-skayt)

a glitter

b scratch

c perceive

7. tactual adj. 

('tak-choo-uhl)

a tasteful

b tangible

c temperate

8. tincture n. 

('tingk-chr)

a pigment

b probe

c irritant

BY Mary-Liz Shaw

WORD POWER
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